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commentary, namely, The Christ of Oynewulf, etc., translated into 
English prose by Charles Huntington Whitman (Boston, Ginn & 
Co., 1900). One of the main reasons given why, contrary to the 
rule, prose has been chosen by the translator is that ' in at least one 
important respect it is superior to verse, since its flexibility offers a 
more facile medium for reproducing that metrical variety which is 
one of the principal charms of Old English poetry.' The experi- 
ment is interesting, and we do not hesitate to pronounce it entirely 
successful. So far as we have compared the translation with the 
Old English text, it is reliable, and at the same time admits of 
being enjoyed without effort by the general reader. The diction is 
dignified and strong after the manner of the Bible. A pleasing 
kind of rhythm in many places ennobles the prose. The beauty 
of the original shines through this modern version. 

There are still many well meaning and well educated people, 
including college students and professors, in whose minds the 
English literature takes its rise with Chaucer, if not Shakspere, 
and who are fain to leave the study of the rude 'Anglo-Saxon ' 
beginnings to the small band of professional pedants. Let us hope 
that this new and novel edition of 'an ancient English classic ' 
will open the eyes of some philistines to the treasures of the earliest 
poetry. 

Fbedeeick Kxaebeb. 
University of Minnesota. 



On the Bibliography of English Literatube. 

Billings, Anna Hunt. A Guide to the Middle English Metrical 
Romances Dealing with English and Germanic Legends, and 
with the Cycles of Charlemagne and of Arthur. Yale Studies 
in English, ix. l^ew York. Holt. 1901. 8° pp. [iv] + 
xxiv + 232. 

Korting, Gustav. Grundriss der Geschichte der englischen Lit- 
teratur. Dritte vermehrte u. verbesserte Aufl. Sammlung 
von Kompendien fur das Studium u. die Praxis i. Serie 1. 
Munster i. W. Schoningh. 1899. 8° pp. xv -f 409. 

Petri, Albert. Ubersicht uber die im Jahre 1895 auf dem Gebiete 
der englischen Philologie erschienenen Bucher, Schriften und 
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Aufsdtze. Supplementheft zur Anglia Jahrg. 1897-98. Bd. 
xx. Halle. Niemeyer. 1900. 8° pp. [iv] + 151. 
Spies, Heinrich. Bisherige JErgebnisse und weitere Aufgaben 
der Oower-Forschung. (In Engl. Stud, xxviii. 161-208.) 
Leipzig. Reisland. 1900. 

It is a hopeful sign that students of English literature are begin- 
ning to realize the importance of taking an account of stock, of 
finding out all that has been written on a given subject — in a word, 
of making bibliographies. To be sure, we have scattered bibliogra- 
phies all along the line, many of them of great value. The works 
of Lowndes, Collier, Michel, Corser, Hardy, and others are still 
valuable and will long remain so. But in the main scholars have 
seemed content to grope along blindly, trusting to luck that work 
would not be duplicated ; and this course has cost more than one 
humiliating experience. It is really surprising, for example, that 
we have had to wait until the twentieth century for a guide through 
the mazes of the English Arthurian romances. And many im- 
portant fields of our literature the bibliographer has left almost 
untouched. 

Of the four works mentioned above Miss Billings's (see also 
Athen. 1901 ii. 380) is, we believe, by far the best. It is a clear 
and orderly statement of the leading facts concerning the contents 
and criticism of three groups of Middle English romances and 
poems, thirty-nine in all. Miss Billings has been too modest in not 
attacking all the romances in the same fashion. It is to be hoped 
that she may treat the remaining romances, especially those of the 
Alexander and Troy cycles, in a future number of the Yale Studies. 
Of those untouched, according to her list, there are thirty-nine, and 
a guide to these is needed quite as much as to those she has included. 
But what she has tried to do Miss Billings has done well. Some 
minor corrections to be noted are : (p. vi.) only one volume of 
TenBrink was translated by Kennedy ; (pp. v., vi.) the titles might 
well have been given somewhat more fully; (p. 14 note 1) the 
reference to Korting 3 should be § 110; (p. 47) add S. Lee's intro- 
duction to the English Charlemagne romances in his Huon of 
Burdeux; (p. 94 1. 14 f. b.) read O. Behag(h)el, rev. in Litbl. 1880 
col. 97 ; (p. 166 1. 8 f. b.) read show ; (p. 205 n. 5) on Avalon add 
Warren, " The Island of Avalon " (in M. L. N. xiv. cols. 93-5) ; 
(p. 220 n. 2) the reference is insufficient, two vols, appearing each 
year ; read Acad. Apr. 23, 1892, xli. 399. The book would have 
8 
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been easier to use, moreover, if many of the notes had been inserted 
parenthetically in the text ; too many foot-notes are distracting, and 
too much "op. cit." is hard on one's temper. But such minor 
faults do not greatly detract from the real value of the book, which 
will be found a most serviceable manual. 

Korting's Orundriss has now been before the public fourteen 
years, the first edition having appeared in 1887 and the second 
in 1893. The printing of the present edition was finished in 
September, 1897, but " aus geschaftlichen Griinden " the book was 
not published until the spring of 1899, the preface being dated 
March 1. This delay necessitated the insertion of thirteen pages 
of " Zusatze und Berichtigungen," references to which the thorough 
student must add in the margin of the text before he can safely 
use the book. Even with this long list of additions and corrections, 
however, the book is, at many points, still far from satisfactory. 
Some defects have already been pointed out by Wtilker (Anglia 
Bei. xi. 135-40), and some further notes may be added here : (p. 4) 
of Morley's English Writers vol. xi. appeared in 1895 ; (p. 5) vol. ii. 
of Courthope's History of English Poetry appeared in 1897 ; see 
revs, in Athen. 1895 ii. 119-20, 1897 ii. 218-9, Nation lxi. 152-4, 
lxv. 226-7, J. Qer. Phil. i. 361-8, M. L. N. xi. cols. 311-5, 
Am. Jour. Phil, xviii. 464-80 ; (p. 17) on Sweet's Student's Dic- 
tionary of A.-8. cp. ESt. xxiv. 266-70 ; J. Qer. Phil. ii. 277-81 ; 
Athen. 1897 i. 610-1 ; Nation lxv. 115 ; Sweet's A.-S. Reader reached 
its 7th ed. in 1894 ; (p. 69 1. 9) the date should be added to the ref- 
erence to Schmid, Serines, since there have been two publications 
of that name ; (pp. 108 and 371 bot.) Gurteen has been condemned 
as worthless in Nation lx. 407-8 and Acad, xlviii. 47 ; (p. Ill) Miss 
Brown's trans, of The Pearl includes only 11. 157-223 ; (p. 114 1. 2) 
read Schofield ; (p. 118) Heeger's Vber die Troja-Sage der Britten 
appeared in 1885; his second work in 1890; (p. 92 § 85, 2) read 
Glossarial Index to the Printed English Literature of the Thirteenth 
Century, London, 1849 ; (p. 145) the 2d ed. of Ward appeared in 
1899, rev. in Athen. 1899 ii. 266 ; here belongs also F. H. Stoddard's 
References for Students of Miracle Plays and Mysteries (Univ. of 
California, Library Bulletin no. 8, 1887 (rev. in Anglia xi. 325-6) ; 
A. H. Tolman, Select Bibliography of the English Drama before 
Elizabeth, Chicago, 1896 ; Katharine Lee Bates, The English Relig- 
ious Drama, N. Y., 1893 ; (p. 152 1. 10) read Hs. LI. 1. 8, Korting 
here having copied only a part of Ullmann's ref. in E.St. vii. 415 ; 
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(p. 169) add Skeat, "The True Source of Chaucer's 'Boethius'" 
(Athen. 1891 ii. 549-50), giving the results of an examination of 
Ms. Camb. Univ. Ii. 3. 21 ; (p. 175) here belongs also Rumbaur, 
noted on p. 178; (p. 176 1. 2 f. b.) read Isle; (p. 178) Easton is 
unfavorably reviewed in Anglia Bei. vi. 324, Acad, xlviii. 160 ; (p. 
193, note 1) add Katharine L. Bates and Lydia B. Godfrey, English 
Drama: a Working Basis, Wellesley, Mass., 1896; (p. 216) to 
Jusserand, Shakespeare en France sous Tancien rigime add rev. in 
Athen. 1899 i. 154-156 ; (p. 226) add Proescholdt, On the Sources 
of Shakespeare's Midsummer-Night's Dream, Halle, 1878 ; (pp. 243 f.) 
the treatment of Spenser is very inadequate ; add eds. of Child, 
Boston, 1842, 5 vols. (vol. i. including an essay on Spenser's life 
and writings) ; Morris, Globe ed., new ed., 1886 ; K. M. Warren, 
Faerie Queene, from the Original Eds. of 1590 and 1596, Westminster, 
1897-1900; M. E. Litchfield, Britomart, from Books Hi., iv., v. of the 
Faerie Queene, Boston, 1896, Sommer, Shepheardes Calender, Lon- 
don, 1890 (rev. by E. Kolbing in ESt. xx. 128-33 ; Carpenter, An 
Outline Guide to the Study of Spenser, Chicago, 1894 (24 pp.) ; 
Sawtelle, The Sources of Spenser's Classical Mythology, N. Y., 1896 
(rev. in J. Oer. Phil. i. 395-7) ; Bauermeister, Zur Sprache Spensers 
auf Grund der Reime in der Faerie Queene, diss. Freiburg 1896 ; 
Fletcher, " Huon of Burdeux and the Fairie Queene " (J. Ger. Phil. 
ii. 203-12, 1898) ; John S. Hart, Spenser and the Fairy Queen, 
Phila., 1854 ; (p. 255) add W. M. Rossetti's ed. of Milton's Poetical 
Works, London, 1871, reprinted 1880, 1881 ; Coleridge, Seven Lec- 
tures on Shakespeare and Milton, London, 1856 ; Masson, The Three 
Devils, London, 1874 ; Arnold's two essays on M. (in Mixed Essays, 
London, 1879, and Essays in Criticism, 2d Ser., 1888); Acton, 
Religious Opinions and Examples of Milton, Locke, and Newton, 
London, 1833; (p. 311) add W. F. Rae, "Theories about Junius" 
(Athen. 1890 i. 831-2) ; "The Franciscan Myth" (Athen. 1897 ii. 
885-6, 1898 i. 51-3, 87-8, 150-1, 183-4, 248-9 ; G. H. R. Francis, 
Junius Revealed by his Surviving Grandson, London, 1894 (rev. in 
Athen. 1894 i. 337-8, 371-2, in which the Franciscan claim is shown 
to be " not proven ") ; see also L. Stephen, s. v. Francis, D. N. B. 
xx. 169-80; "Chatham, Francis, and Junius," Eng. Hist. Rev., 
Apr. 1888, iii. 233-49 ; (p. 339 1. 6 f. b. of text) Knight's Life is in 
2 vols. ; add also Wordsworthiana, ed. Knight, London, 1889 ; 
Wordsworth Society, Transactions, Edinburgh, 1882-87, 8 numbers ; 
Poems, ed. M. Arnold, London, 1879, since reprinted twelve times, 
in The Golden Treasury Series; Wordsworth's Prose Works, ed. 
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Grosart, London, 1876, 3 vols. ; (p. 361) new ed. of Dowden's Shel- 
ley, 1896 ; (p. 366) add Hales, " Victorian Literature " ( Gentleman's 
Magazine, Apr. and May, 1888, repr. in Folia lilt., pp. 317-58) ; 
(p. 367) add A. H. Miles, The Poets and the Poetry of the Century, 
London, [1892] ; Harrison, Studies in Early Victorian Literature, 
London, 1895. 

But, after all, the most useful improvement that can be suggested 
for the book is a full index of authors, editors, and subjects under 
one alphabet. From this one could determine what the book really 
contains; at present, one is never certain. A fourth edition, to 
incorporate a thorough overhauling of the book, is needed as badly 
as was the third. 

A mere glance at Petri's 1895 Ubersieht (on the vol. for 1894 cp. 
M. L. N. xiii. cols. 454-5) would arouse a suspicion that it is not all 
a bibliography should be ; and a little use of the volume shows it to 
be faulty not merely in its host of inexcusable misprints but in more 
important respects. One looks in vain, for example, on pp. 41, 44, 
for W. P. Coyne's " Chaucer and Langland " (New Ireland Review 
iii. 238 ff., 313 ff.) ; on pp. 84, 148 for " Thackeray's London " 
(Temple Bar cv. 422 ff.); on p. 55 for Michels and Ziegler's 
ed. of Utopia; on p. 37 for M. C. Tyler's Three Men of Letters 
[Bp. Berkeley, President Dwight the elder, Joel Barlow] (rev. 
in Nation lx. 285-6) ; on p. 139 for Leslie Stephen's Life of Sir 
James Fitzjames Stephen (rev. in Nation lxi. 259-61); on pp. 
79, 119 for Pater's Greek Studies (rev. in Nation lx. 464-5); for 
any reviews from The Nation, many of which no one can afford to 
overlook. Other points which have been noted in a slight use of 
the book are : (p. 1) the Crawford Charters should have been entered 
s. v. Charters, p. 41 ; (p. 10) Kluge's rev. of Hirt is apparently an 
error ; the Lit. Cbl. rev. of Holthausen includes pt. ii. ; (p. 17) 
C. P. G. Scott's " Eng. Words," etc., appeared in vol. xxv. of the 
Trans.; both articles appeared in 1894; (p. 19) was the rev. of 
Henry in vol. 39 or no. 39 (either is possible) ? (p. 23) enter Bier- 
baum also p. 4; (p. 26) the Aead. rev. (no. 1319) of Courthope is 
of vol. ii. ; Crawfurd's Lyrical Verse appeared in 1896 ; enter Curtis 
also p. 118 ; enter D. N. B. also p. 134 ; (p. 30) — and this is the 
sort of information one desires from such a bibliography — Kiesow's 
diss, with additions appeared also in Anglia xvii. 199-258 ; why 
not enter Kohler also p. 44 ? (p. 39) Holthausen (1. 6) should have 
been entered on p. 29 ; Kluge's &St. rev. of GallSe does not in- 
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elude the Faesimile-Sammlung ; (p. 40) the N. & Q. ref. on Csedmon, 
and all other references to that weekly (pp. 48, 62, etc.) should 
include " 8th ser." ; Holthausen's and Brandl's revs, of Holder's 
Beowulf are only of II b ; (p. 42) there should be a cross-ref. to 
Cynewulf p. 45 s. v. Phoenix ; enter Mrs. Winslow's Readings 
p. 34; (p. 43) "Tyler's" Gower art. includes no mention of a 
Tyler; why is Hall's art. put under Handschriitenl enter p. 28 
s. v. Hall, since it is really miscellany ; (p. 44) enter Napier's 
Legend p. 42 s. v. Cross ; the Lit. Gbl. rev. of Liebermann is of his 
Gesetze der Ags. 1. Bd. 1. Lief., a different book ; Heinrich appeared 
in 1896 ; (p. 45) Ritter Horn should be entered s. v. Horn, p. 43 ; 
Rolle was rev. in N. & Q. 8th ser. viii.; (p. 46) enter Kolbing 
(vor-Shakesp. Dramen) also p. 30; (p. 46) the last four entries 
have nothing to do with the York Plays ; (p. 52) Koppel's rev. of 
Emerson's Rasselas was in Archiv xcvii. ; enter here also Bradford's 
ed. of Macaulay's Life ; (p. 54) enter here also Croswell's ed. of 
Macaulay's Essay on Millon ; (p. 55) enter Beljame's Pope also p. 23 ; 
(p. 56) Herford's Shepheard's Calendar belongs s. v. Spenser (!) ; 
(p. 58) why not give the title of Mrs. Moore's prize essay here as 
well as on p. 60 ? (p. 62) enter Furness's Variorum M. N. D. rather 
on p. 66 ; add rev. Nation lxi. 84-5 ; (p. 73) enter s. v. Collins a 
ref. to p. 74 1. 3 f. b. ; (p. 104) enter s. v. Bice a ref. to p. 89 s. v. 
Besant ; (p. 112) read B. H. Davis ; (p. 115) enter s. v. Phillpotts a 
ref. to p. 113 s. v. Jerome; (p. 118) enter Birrell also p. 24; (p. 
123) enter Steele also p. 43 ; (p. 128) enter Mitchell also p. 32 ; 
(p. 131) enter Social England also p. 37 ; under Wilser a cross-ref. 
to p. 38 ; (p. 132) enter The Brownies p. 92 s, v. Cox ; (p. 135) enter 
Walpole's Memoirs of Geo. Ill also p. 57 ; why is Grandison here ? 
(p. 137) enter Lives of Twelve Bad Men under the ed., Thomas 
Seccombe ; enter " Milton's Daughters " p. 137 ; (p. 140) enter 
White also p. 57 ; (p. 142) enter Lincoln's Speeches also p. 85 ; 
(p. 143) enter Celia Thaxter also p. 87 ; (p. 146) enter Tupper also 
p. 19; (p. 147) enter Trevelyan's Land of Arthur also p. 40 top; 
(p. 150) enter Hill's Harvard College (!) p. 147 s. v. Cambridge, 
Mass. Several more pages of similar suggestions could doubtless be 
added by others ; but these will show how far from satisfactory the 
book is. Petri seems not always to have used the bibliographical 
aids nearest to hand. For example, had he consulted the Berlin 
Jahresbericht (which, though selective and somewhat meagre, is in 
many respects far superior to the tjbersieht, and of which part ii. 
for 1895 appeared in Oct., 1896) he might have added some refer- 
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ences, such as (p. 36) Zupitza's rev. of Simonds {Arehiv xciv. 324-6). 
Of such works as the Index to the Periodicals of 1895 (pub. by the 
Eng. Review of Reviews in September, 1896) and The Annual Liter- 
ary Index 1895 (New York, March, 1896) he seems to know nothing 
at all. And why must we wait so long for the book, which is after 
all the most comprehensive collection in its field ? The copy belong- 
ing to the Cornell Univ. Library was received Sept. 28, 1900. 
Surely less time than five years is sufficient for the task of compil- 
ing and publishing such a work. We hope that future issues of 
the Ubersicht will exhibit marked improvement in the work of both 
printer and editor. 

Spies's article is a revision of his paper entitled " Gegenwartiger 
Stand der Gower-Forschung und eine kritische Neuausgabe der 
Gonfessio Amantis," read before the modern language section of the 
Bremer Philologentag, September, 1899 ; an abstract of this appears 
in E.St. xxvii. 466-8. Spies has gathered a long list of allusions 
to and criticisms of Gower and refers to nearly all the editions and 
discussions of Gower's poetry. Some omissions noted are: Selec- 
tions from the Conf. Amantis ed. by H. Corson in his Handbook of 
A.-S. and Early English, pp. 316-27, 1871 ; "John Gower and his 
Works " (in Brit. Quart. Rev. xxvii. 1-36, same in Littell's Liv. Age 
lvii. 163 ff., a rev. of Pauli, Coxe's Vox Clamaniis, 1850, and Lord 
Gower's Ginhante Balades, 1818) ; Pauli rev. in Eraser's Mag. lix. 
571-86 ; Morley rev. in Spectator, lxiii. 929-30 ; T. Arnold's art. 
on Gower in Ward's English Poets, i. 102-13, with Balade 30 and 
three selections from the Conf. Amantis, 1880 ; W. F. Collier, in his 
History of English Literature, London, 1865 ; the art. in the Warner 
Library of the World's Best Literature xi. 6579-92, including the 
story of Petronella, 1897 ; Sarah W. Brooks in "Some Predecessors 
of Spenser" (in Poet-lore, i. 214-23, 1889); some notes in Gentle- 
man's Mag. xxi. 363, xlviii. 225, lxxxv. 1. 109-10, of no great 
value, however ; W. Thompson and others, " Gower the Poet " (in 
N. & Q. 8th ser. viii. 87, 130, 317) ; Singer, in his Apollonius von 
Tyrus, pp. 177-89, on the story of Apollinus, 1895 ; Chalmers's 
Life, in his Works of the Eng. Poets, ii. pp. iii.-xii, 1810. The 
second part of Lucke's Anglia art. (p. 185) appeared also as a Halle 
diss., 1891; and H&les'&Athen. art. (p. 174) also in his Folia littera- 
ria, pp. 114-27, 1893. Spies's article, moreover, would have been 
much more valuable bibliographically if he had adopted either an 
alphabetical or a chronological arrangement. One or two correc- 
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tions may be added: (p. 174 note) read Litbl. vol. xi. no. xii. ; 
(p. 179) read Ausgg. u. Abh. lxiv. (there are 72 balades). 

I hope the above notes, however brief and scanty, will help in 
demonstrating that we should no longer look to the Germans for 
the bibliography of our own language and literature. We already 
have a few admirable bibliographies (e. g. Stoddard's References for 
Students of Miracle Plays and Mysteries), and we are sadly in need 
of more. When the Bibliographical Society of America is formed 
(see Library Journal, July 1901, xxvi. 405-6) its first undertaking 
might very properly be a co-operative bibliography of the English 
language and literature. Meanwhile individual bibliographers 
should co-operate as far as possible. At Cornell Professor Hart 
is preparing an exhaustive bibliography of the Old and Middle 
English language and literature (cp. M. L. N. xiii. col. 454) ; 
Dante in English literature has been handled by Mr. Koch ; and 
bibliographies of Chaucer, Spenser, and Milton are in preparation. 
The importance of similar undertakings with reference to other 
writers and periods should commend itself to those scholars whose 
facilities would enable them to do this sort of work. 



Clark Sutherland Northup. 



Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y., 
October 10, 1901. 



S. Singer, Apollonius von Tyrus. Untersuchungen iiber das 
fortleben des antiken romans in spateren zeiten. Halle a. 
S. Max Niemeyer, 1895. VI, 228 s., 8 C 
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Wenige erzeugnisse der antiken literatur diirfen sich riihmen, 
eine gleich tiefe und nachhaltige wirkung auf die spateren Jahr- 
hunderte geiibt, die phantasie der nachfolgenden geschlechter durch 
ein jahrtausend in solchem masse besehaftigt zu haben wie die 
geschichte des Apollonius von Tyrus. 

Dass dem nur in lateinischer sprache auf uns gekommenen 
romane ein griechisches original zu grunde liegen miisse, ist schon 
im 16. jh. von M. Welser erkannt, von Eohde ausfuhrlich und 
iiberzeugend dargelegt worden. Die lateinische ubersetzung muss 



